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The exhibition was
curated by the Heritage
group at St Marylebone
Parish Church. It is on
display from March to
the end of August 2026




The History of
S! Marylebone in

100 Objects

The exhibition comprises
a display case and,
alongside, a tablet
displaying a slideshow of
photos




Old Philologians:
One Case, Many Voices

Founded by the Philological Society in 1792 on
Mary Street to educate boys from disadvantaged
backgrounds, St Marylebone Grammar School later
made its home on Marylebone Road, shaping
generations of boys for over a century.

Even though this case traces a single school’s past,
the curiosity, adventure, and challenges portrayed
will strike a chord with anyone who remembers the

rthythms of school life.
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Programimes

The various programmes on this shelf would detail the school’s

theatre productions’ timings and cast members, including Julius
Ceasar (1951), The Tempest (1957) and one example of the special
‘School Play’, Scapin the Scamp

Performance Ph

[he late Ted McNeal, who was Deputy Headmaster at the time of

the school’s closure appears in various photographs from a

school play, demonstrating how deeply involved teachers were

in promoting the students’ creativity and self-expression.
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At its heart is community. The school fostered a sense
of belonging through shared routines, rituals and
friendships that lasted beyond the classroom.

PHIEOEOGIANY 7~ |71~ /=" M@E The symbols of a beehive and bees adorn the hat, tie,
‘ Q ' % S M8 badge and school crest, reminding us of the values of
S 7 U - cooperation and mutual support which the school
‘ ) & sought to inspire.

Letters, such as one from Buckingham Palace, capture
the wider connections the community nurtured, and
newsletters reveal how the school kept students, staff
and families connected.
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the final whistle.
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LENES L : | Offsetting the dru g‘ 'y of ¢ everyday schoolwork
ol ‘ - | with adventure and play was essential.

From 1929, iconic trips to Forest Green camp in
Surrey gave city boys the chance to experience ‘life
under canvas’, as captured by photos over the years,
showing both the discipline and joyful chaos of their
adventures. Today, the camp, known as ‘The Mill’,
continues to be used by William Ellis School, among
others, keeping the spirit of those trips alive.

Similarly, the school’s sporting life — from sports

days to rugby and cricket matches — fostered _
teamwork and camaraderie, which stayed long afte :
the final whistle.




Phoenix Trophy

The Phoenix Trophy was contesled by the
three junior forms of the 1st and 2nd Years -

Hawks, Ravens and Skuas. Each form, made

up of 30 boys, competed throughout the year

in rugby, cricket, cross-country, athletics,
swimming and other activities.

\ Date: From 1955-1969
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Rugby Fixtures

Inter-school competition was central to sporting life at St
Marylebone, with this annotated fixture card showing scheduled
matches against other grammar schools including Kilburn

Grammar and William Ellis.

EASY LANE M EAST LAE A L Date: 1950-51
LS. "
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Rugby Team Photo

Photos of sports teams, such as the Rugby 1* XV, capture the
school’s pride and honour in the boys’ sporting abilities, and the

strong teamwork necessary for success on the pitch!

Date: 1971-72




Images from Forest Green

Rows of tents, the old Mill building and snapshots
of camp-life portraying discipline and laughter
capture Forest Green as generations of boys would

have known it. Many more photographs, and a

short videoclip of Forest Green, can be seen on the

accompanying tablet.
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The following pages are from the
slideshow on the tablet next to the
display case...







Cohorts of students came and went.
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Cohorts of students came and went.

Hundreds of faces passed through the school’s doors.
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Cohorts of students came and went.

Hundreds of faces passed through the school’s doors.

But the spirit and memories of the Old Philologians live on.

— —



This digital display shares memories of former pupils of St
Marylebone Grammar School.

Here you will find photographs from the Old Philologians
Archive and personal collections, alongside reflections
ExOOdUI OGEdUi OdOOEEdUANDPEEdUI |

Together these images and voices offer a glimpse into
school life and the friendships, traditions, and experiences
that shaped generations of Philologians.




Produced with the support of
the Old Philologians
Association, with special
thanks to Ray Smith and
Omar Harmon for their

contributions to this
exhibition.
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The school captured from
the outside, in the 1960s




PHILOLOGICAL SCHOOL, NEW ROAD,

School engravings from 1857, after the school had moved
from Mary, Sfreet O(now known as Stanhcg)e Street) in 1827to, . _
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interview with headmaster Llewellyn

Smith. It consisted of an English

comprehension test and a history test.
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Smith briefly went out of the room, my

Dad told me the answer to one of the A
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in the library, an older boy came
over to me, which | dreaded saw
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The School Library, late 1960s
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On display, the Honours Boards and Philological
4 School Crest



